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In the Library – March, 2011
Custer County Library

Decision Points by George Bush (Nov.)
As the title suggest, this is not a traditional memoir; instead, Bush reflects on key points in his life.

Hell’s Corner by David Baldacci (Nov.)
England’s prime minister is visiting, a bomb explodes, and MI-5 agent Mary Chapman is sent over to help with the investigation.  The Camel Club gets involved too.  

Valley Forge:  George Washington and the Crucible of Victory by Newt Gingrich & William R. Forstchen (Nov.)
Gingrich & Forstchen’s second volume in a projected series graphically depicts how rough the winter of 1777 was for the Continental Army spent at Valley Forge.  

Broke:  The Plan to Restore Our Trust, Truth and Treasure by Glenn Beck
The United States is on the edge of chaos and Glenn Beck spells out just how we got here and he believes we can’t move forward until we first understand how our situation came to be.  He feels we need to fix ourselves first and unite as Americans, return to individual rights, adhere to the Constitution, and completely rethink the role of government in a free society.

The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey by Walter Mosley (Nov.)
At 91, Ptolemy Grey is shutting down and virtually ignored.  Then a doctor gives him an experimental drug that will curtail his life but make those last few months really sizzle, and after taking it he’s clear-headed enough to uncover some shocking truths about his family.

Luka and the Fire of Life by Salman Rushdie (Nov.)
A fairy tale from Rushdie.…Once upon a time in the city of Kahani in the land of Alibay, storyteller Rashid falls so deeply asleep that his young son must risk traveling to the Magic World so that he can bring back the Fire of Life.
Crescent Dawn: A Dirk Pitt Novel by Clive Cussler & Dirk Cussler (Nov.)
What’s the connection among a pirate attack on a Roman galley in 327, the bust-up of a British warship in 1916, and the contemporary destruction of several mosques in Turkey and Egypt?  NUMA director Dirk Pitt is about to find out, helped by grown kids, Kirk Jr. and Summer.

Unbroken: A World War II Story of survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand (Nov.)
Louis Zamperini, an Olympic athlete who served as an Army Air Force bombardier during World War II crashed into the Pacific in 1943 and managed to survive 47 days on a raft, fending off sharks, storms, and a Japanese bomber.  Remarkably, Zamperini is still alive and cooperated with Hillenbrand’s seven-year effort to write this book.  

Don’t Sing at the Table:  And Other Life Lessons from My Grandmother by Adriana Trigiani (Nov.)
Novelist Trigiani shares all sorts of good advice passed on from her grandmamas – and evident throughout her best-selling novels.  Big Stone Gap (her first and most popular novel) will be a film – with Trigiani directing.

Call me Mrs. Miracle by Debbie Macomber (Oct.)
Emily Merkle now works at a department store and becomes a matchmaker for her boss and a lonely young woman.

Christmas Mourning:  A Deborah Knott Mystery by Margaret Maron (Nov.)
As Christmas approaches, series regular North Carolina judge Deborah Knott investigates a car crash that killed a popular young woman, racing against the clock to solve what might not have been an accident.

Extraordinary, Ordinary People:  A Memoir of Family by Condoleezza Rice
This is the story of Condoleezza Rice that has never been told, not that of an ultra-accomplished world leader, but of a little girl – and a young woman – trying to find her place in a sometimes hostile world and of two exceptional parents, and an extended family and community, that made all the difference.

The Emperor’s Tomb by Steve Berry (Nov.)
Cotton Malone clicks on a mysterious email and logs into a site where he sees colleague and flame Cassiopeia Vitt being tortured.  Her assailant wants Cotton to turn over something Cassiopeia supposedly left in his safekeeping – but what?

The Last Time I Saw You by Elizabeth Berg (Nov.)
A wonderful new novel about women and men reconnecting with one another – and themselves – at their 40th high school reunion.  As the onetime classmates meet up over the course of a weekend, they discover things that will irrevocably affect the rest of their lives.

America by Heart: Reflections on Family, Faith, and Flag by Sarah Palin (Nov.) 

Palin’s meditation on family, faith, and patriotism sounds perhaps more personal than her best-selling Going Rogue.

Private by James Patterson & Maxine Paetro
Having just inherited his father’s detective business, former CIA agent Jackson Morgan is tracking the killer of his best friend’s wife (and contemplating revenge) while engaging in an interoffice affair that could wreck everything.  This story is soon to be a major network TV series.
Sidney Sheldon’s After the Darkness by Sidney Sheldon & Tilly Bagshawe
Grace’s mega-rich Wall Street husband goes sailing and never returns.  Looks like he was involved in some nasty scam, and now Grace isn’t feeling so safe herself.  (Bagshawe is continuing the late Sheldon’s stories.)

Work Song by Ivan Doig 
Doig picks up Morrie Morgan from 2006’s The Whistling Season and drops him down in 1919 Butte, Montana, where copper miners, mine owners, outside agitators, and colorful townsfolk all mix. 

Spider Bones by Kathy Reichs
When Temperance Brennan is asked to investigate a drowning death in Quebec, she discovers that the victim supposedly died in Vietnam in 1968.  So whose remains are in his grave?  And why are his dog tags tangled up with yet another set of newly discovered remains?  

But when Joslyn also disappears, McCone realizes that her lack of follow-up has put her colleague in peril and up against a ruthless rogue intelligence group.

Ice Cold by Tess Gerritsen
Boston medical examiner Maura Isles is in Wyoming for a medical conference when she meets a former college classmate and decides to go off on a spur-of-the-moment ski trip with him and his friends.  Their journey goes awry when they are stranded during a snowstorm in a remote area where something strange has happened.  

The Short Second Life of Bree Tanner:  An Eclipse Novella by Stephenie Meyer 
Just in time for the next Twilight film, Meyer returns to tell the story of a newbie vampire who first appeared in Eclipse.  

The Spy:  An Isaac Bell Adventure by Clive Cussler and Justin Scott 
It is 1908, and the dark clouds of World War I are beginning to gather.  A naval arms race of epic proportions is under way, and the world’s powers will stop at nothing to develop the best warships and, simultaneously, use deadly force to halt the development of other nations’ navies.  When several of America’s leaders in naval technology are murdered, Isaac Bell and the Van Dorn Detective Agency are brought into both solve the crimes and stop the killers. A consummate assassin simply named the Spy is behind it all, but whom does he serve and why?

The Sonderberg Case by Elie Wiesel
This fablelike novel is full of questions that reminds us that we don’t have to play the roles in life we’ve been assigned.  

In the Name of Honor by Richard North Patterson 
Paul Terry, on the verge of leaving the army to become a highly paid attorney, is tasked with defending the youngest member of a legendary army family.  Lt. Brian McCarran is accused of committing the worst crimes in the military’s code of honor but offers minimal help with his case.  With his defense hinging on posttraumatic stress disorder, Terry brings in witnesses who provide graphic details about urban warfare in Iraq.

Dead or Alive by Tom Clancy and Brant Blackwood (Dec.)
Anyone who wants to see top Clancy characters from the last quarter-century battle the evil Emir, who’s plotting the demise of the West, will want to read this latest novel – the 1st since 1994!

The Black History of the White House by Clarence Lusane (Dec.)
Twenty-five percent of our Presidents were slaveholders; Lusane reminds readers of this mansion’s place in African American history, from its very construction onward.

Give Me Your Heart: Tales of Mystery and Suspense by Joyce Carol Oates (Jan.)
Oates, who remains the master of literary dread, here shows how mystery starts in the home!

Halo by Greg Bear
Greg Bear 

takes readers deep into the time of the “Forerunners” and we learn the secrets of Halo’s most mysterious race, how they harnessed technology and engineering the way they did, and what caused them to disappear from existence as we know it.

To Have and To Kill:  A Wedding Cake Mystery by Mary Jane Clark (Jan.)
Clark’s new series features Piper Donovan, a would-be actress who moves back home and lends a hand in the family bakery.  When someone near and dear to the bride whose wedding cake she’s decorating turns up dead, Piper links up with an old neighbor – now an FBI agent – to figure out who’s trying to make bride and groom say, “I don’t.”

Dead Zero: A Bob Lee Swagger Novel by Stephen Hunter (Jan.)
Marine Corps Master Sniper, Bob Lee Swagger is after an AWOL staff sergeant who’s somewhere in the Afghan desert, provoking both the FBI and the Taliban

The Cruel Ever After by Ellen Hart (Dec.)
Jane Lawless’s surprise at her ex-husband Chester’s appearance at her Minneapolis restaurant is nothing compared to his shock at waking up next to the body of a client to whom he was trying to sell a priceless statue stolen from Iraq. Before long there is another murder, and danger engulfs the Lawless family.
What the Night Knows by Dean Koontz (Jan.)
More dogs from Koontz! A young policeman finds a wise and stately Belgian Shepherd tugging at his sleeve and heads cross-country to make an important discovery.  
The Lake of Dreams by Kim Edwards (Jan.)
Home from Japan, still conflicted about her father’s death, and still attracted to her first love, a local glass artist, Lucy Jarrett discovers a cache of heirlooms that gives her a shattering new understanding of her family.

Damage by John Lescroart (Jan.)
Ro Curtlee, son of a wealthy and connected San Francisco newspaper owners, has been in jail for many years after his conviction for rape and murder.  After enough pressure is put on high-ranking officials, Ro is sprung from jail on a technicality while he awaits a new trial.  Almost immediately, more murders happen and Ro is the obvious suspect, but the influence of his parents is worth more than the minimal evidence against him, and he remains free on bail.  Wes Farrell, the city’s newly elected district attorney, must also find a balance among his friends, his ethics and his job security.

The Border Lords: A Charlie Hood Novel by T. Jefferson Parker (Jan.)
Father Jo is up to no good with his precious vampire bats, but Sean Ozburn doesn’t know that when he befriends him.  Sean is a reliable agent with the ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives) and his colleague Charlie Hood trusts him totally.  But working undercover takes its toll, and now Sean’s gone rogue, attacking the Mexican drug cartel on his own terms.  With no time to waste, Charlie is soon scrambling from remote airstrips to resorts in a desperate attempt to save lives.  The devil is very much present in this troubled landscape, and he’s the ultimate shape-shifter, as Parker has so adeptly proven with his Charlie Hood titles.

Strategic Moves by Stuart Woods (Jan.)
In Wood’s latest, Stone Barrington is pleased to bring a new client to his law firm.  Then he realizes that the guy might make Bernie Madoff look like a pussycat.

Deep Black:  Death Wave by Stephen Coonts & William H. Keith (Feb.)
NSA senior officer Charlie Dean and new colleague Ilya Akulinin aim to intercept nuclear warheads being smuggled out of Tajikistan, but they disappear.  Meanwhile, their associate Lia DeFrancesca heads to Berlin to corner a devious Chinese millionaire, even as Islamic terrorist and rogue Chinese officials gather in the Canary Islands.  

Fatal Error by J. A. Jance
When Brenda Riley, a colleague from Ali Reynolds old news broadcasting days in California, shows up with an alcohol problem and an unlikely story about a missing fiancé, Ali reluctantly agrees to help.

Mercy Kill by Lori Armstrong
Sharp-shooter Mercy Gunderson, a tough-talking, complicated woman from South Dakota, is back in another adventure at the hands of Rapid City author Lori Armstrong.

The Judas Gate by Jack Higgins
Sean Dillon is put in charge of hunting down a traitor after a disturbing tape has made it way to British intelligence, and the voice on the tape bears an Irish accent.

Doctor Chopra Says by Sanjiv Chopra
Dr. Chopra gives readers the most cutting-edge medical research available and explains how you can tell the difference between true medical news and irrelevant media hype.

Port Mortuary by Patricia Cornwell (Nov.)
Way back when, Kay Scarpetta (now on her 18th outing) joined the air force to pay off her medical school debt.  Now she’s helping out at Dover Air Force Base – where she hits a potentially career-stopping case.  

Pearl Harbor:  The seeds and fruits of infamy by Percy L. & Bettina Bien Greaves
This is a 70 year project written by the late Percy Greaves and completed by his wife Bettina, Jan Conn’s sister.

Rescue by Anita Shreve (Nov.)
A woman long gone returns to her family and the family falls apart.  Shreve masters our twisty, everyday emotions to momentous effect.

Bearers of the Black Staff by Terry Brooks (Sept.)
Brooks’ popular fantasy universe series, “The Word and the Void” and “Genesis of Shannara”, come together into one dynamic whole in this new fantasy novel!

Three Stations:  An Arkady Renko Novel by Martin Cruz Smith (Sept.)
Smith descends into Moscow’s lower depths with Arkady Renko investigating the fate of one prostitute at Three Stations, a crime-ridden transportation center, revealing clues that point to a serial killer on the loose.

Fadeaway Girl by Martha Grimes (Feb.)
Emma speeds up her efforts to discover what happened to the Slade baby, who disappeared from the Belle Ruin hotel over 20 year ago; she’s concerned because the baby’s dad is back in town.

Heartwood by Belva Plain
Belva Plain brings readers this unforgettable story of family and friendships, love and marriage, the challenges of life and the true secret of happiness.

I Beat the Odds:  From Homelessness, to the Blind Side, and Beyond  by Michael Oher
The football star made famous in the hit film The Blind Side reflects on how far he has come from the circumstances of his youth.
The Pioneer Woman:  Black Heels to Tractor Wheels – A Love Story by Ree Drummond (Feb.)
Drummond’s award-winning blog, Confessions of a Pioneer Woman, gets three million unique visitors and over 20 million page views a month prove she’s popular.  Here’s her story of meeting a sexy cowboy and tossing those heels to live on an Oklahoma cattle ranch.

Gideon’s Sword by Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child (Feb.)
Gideon Crew promises his dying mother that he will avenge his father’s murder.  Fast-forward to the present, where revenge has made Gideon a rogue operative with a remote boss.  His first job is to steal a Chinese scientist’s plans for a brand-new weapon of mass destruction.

Treachery in Death by J.D. Robb (Feb.)
Det. Eve Dallas and her new partner, Peabody, face double trouble:  the mindless murder of a neighborhood grocer by three stoners out for kicks and snacks and the realization that two fellow cops have blood on their hands.

The Union Quilters:  An Elm Creek Quilts Novel by Jennifer Chiaverini (Feb.)
When Civil War comes, the men of Water’s Ford, PA, rise up to fight for the Union, leaving the women of Elm Creek Valley’s quilting bee with some awesome responsibilities of their own.  

Moon of Madness by Don Coldsmith

A new western title!
Armagedon’s Children by Terry Brooks

In this exciting first of a new fantasy trilogy, bestseller Brooks effortlessly conjures up the Tolkien-infused magic of his Shannara books with the urban, post apocalyptic world of the Word and Void series.  The last surviving members of the Knights seek to keep the “balance of the world’s magic in check.”

Pale Horse by Bernard Cornwell

In this sequel to Bernard Cornwell’s The Last Kingdom, the Vikings have taken over most of England and the isolated English may be betrayed by a dispossessed nobleman raised by Danes.

White Road by John Connolly

A frightening new thriller that finds the troubled private eye Charlie Parker racing to unravel the brutal rape and murder of a Southern millionaire’s daughter.

In the Valley of Ancient Rain Gods by James Lee Burke (July)

Sheriff Hackberry Holland thought that keeping the peace in a sleepy little border town would be a good escape from a bad past until nine dead prostitutes are retrieved from the desert.

Saying Goodbye by Nicholas Sparks

Decades ago, Renee fell in love while studying in Italy with friend Audrey.  Then she came home and married her college boyfriend.  Now Audrey is dying, and Renee’s life is about to change in a big way.
The Devil Colony by James Rollins (July)

When attendees at a sweat lodge ceremony end up dead, their blackened bodies placed in star and crescent shapes, Sigma director Painter Crowe recognizes the work of an evil genius who uses these shapes to mark traitors.

The Food Matter Cookbook by Mark Bittman (Sept.)

What, 450 recipes that are good for your palate, your health, and the health of the planet?

Sex, Greed, and Murder by Colleen McCullough (Dec.)
Capt. Carmine Delmonico has two murders to solve in his third outing.  The time frame is interesting:  it’s 1968.

Burnt Mountain by Anne Rivers Siddons

Aengus, an Irish professor, and his wife Thayer lead quiet and happy lives until Aengus is invited to Camp Greyledge to tell old Irish tales to the campers.  As Aengus spends less time at home and becomes more distant, Thayer must confront dark secrets about herself and her husband.
Bird Cloud: A Memoir by Annie Proulx (Jan.)

With vivid, multilayered, and insightful discussion of the Wyoming landscape itself, Annie Proulx writes her own family history, dating back to the great-great-grandfather who ran a riverboat in the West and met up with folks like Mark Twain and Lafayette.
Unwritten Laws  by Greg Iles (Jan.)

Former Natchez prosecutor Penn Cage is a wreck; his father, Dr. Tom cage, is accused of murder when his former nurse is found dead.  Seems they had quite a relationship, unknown to Penn.

The Border Lands  by John Lescroart (Jan.)

After Ro Curtlee, scion of a wealthy and unscrupulous San Francisco family, is convicted of rape and murder, those associated with his conviction find their lives and careers insidiously sidelined; homicide detective Abe Glitsky ends up in the payroll office.  The Ro gets out of prison, and fire takes the home – and the life – of the prosecutor’s star witness.  Is Abe suspicious?  You bet!

Now You See Her by James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge (Jan.)

Good looks, a good-looking husband, a sumptuous Key West lifestyle, and a baby on the way – Jeanine would seem to have it all.  Then she digs up a terrible secret and must run for her life.  
Dybbuk by Anne Rice (Dec.)

Former assassin Toby O’Dare takes on his second mission to return to the past to right particular wrongs with the angel Malchiah.  Here, he is called to 15th century Rome to save a Jewish doctor from charges of witchcraft and murder.  

Little Princes:  One Man’s Promise to Bring Home the Lost Children of Nepal by Conor Grennan (Feb.)

Looking for wider horizons, 30-year-old Grennan opted for a day trip around the world.  His journey began at the Little Princes orphanage in Nepal, where he had planned to volunteer for three months before moving on to other adventures.  Then he met the children – laughing, bright-eyed, and, he learned, often not orphans at all but victims of human traffickers.  So Grennan changed his life in order to reunite children with their families.  
The Red Garden by Alice Hoffman (Feb.)
Here Hoffman goes historical, presenting 300 years in the life of a town called Blackwell, MA founded by a brave young woman from England.  At the town’s center is a beautiful and eerie garden where only red plants grow.  

Decision Points by George W. Bush  
Decision Points is more than an extraordinary memoir of America’s 43rd president.  George W. Bush offers a strikingly candid journey through the defining decisions of his presidential and personal life.
The Sixth Man by David Baldacci (Apr.)

Another King and Maxwell book – It’s going to be another great read!

Once Upon a Time, There Was You by Elizabeth Berg (Apr.)

Divorced couple John and Irene barely speak – until something happens to their 16-year-old daughter, Sadie.

Breaking the Rules by Suzanne Brockmann (Apr.)

Navy SEAL Izzy Zanella and wife Eden Gillman are estranged and barely civil, but they agree to reconcile so that they can obtain custody of Eden’s little brother.

Mystery:  An Alex Delaware Novel by Jonathan Kellerman (Apr.)
Mystery turns out to be the nickname of a young woman found mutilated to death, but before he learns that, Alex Delaware realizes that he’s seen her before – two nights ago at a restaurant that was just closing.  
Treason at Lisson Grove:  A Charlotte and Thomas Pitt Novel by Anne Perry (Apr.)
Charlotte and Thomas Pitt are back tracking an informer’s murder to France and helping the head of the London Special Branches, who’s discovered that a shadow from his past is about to rise again and strike.

The Floor of Heaven:  A True Tale of the American West and the Yukon Gold Rush by Howard Blum (Apr.)

This work focuses on George Carmack, who set off the 1898 Alaska gold rush after discovering a promising lode; Soapy Smith, who aimed to con Carmack out of his riches; and Charlie Siringo, the Pinkerton detective Carmack hired for protection.   This is one of those historical narratives that reads like fiction and would be a great choice for discussion groups.

Gingerbread Cookie Murder by Joanne Fluke (Oct.)

Fluke returns with fellow mystery authors Laura Levine and Leslie Meier for another trio of holiday-themed cozies.

Full Dark, No Stars by Stephen King (Nov.)

This is another satisfying collection of short stories featuring four never-before-published novellas focusing on the theme of retribution, justice, and getting even.

Minding Frankie by Maeve Binchy (Mar.)

Alcoholic Noel agrees to take care of the child an old girlfriend is carrying – she’s terminally ill and adamant that the child is his.  Fortunately, his friends pitch in, and all’s well until a prim social worker intervenes.

Live Wire by Harlan Coben (Mar.)

Sports agent Myron Bolitar is back, facing down a pregnant former tennis star whose rock star husband, Lex has vanished.  Was Lex starting to doubt that he was the baby’s dad?

The Jungle by Clive Cussler & Jack DuBrul (Mar.)

A WMD first designed in 13th century China, trouble along the Afghanistan/Pakistan border, and a woman missing in the steamy Southeast Asian jungles – another Juan Cabrillo adventure!
Silent Mercy by Linda Fairstein (Mar.)

One woman, wearing a Star of David, ablaze on the steps of Mount Neboh Baptist Church in Manhattan.  Another, of a different faith, dead in a Catholic Church in Little Italy.  Is this another hate crime here for Alexandra Cooper to investigate?

The Troubled Man:  A Kurt Wallander Mystery by Henning Mankell (Mar.)

A retired naval officer disappears after a stroll in the forest.  Kurt Wallander gets involved in this one because the gentleman is his daughter’s father-in-law.

The Money Class by Suze Orman (Mar.)

Orman is the guide to contemporary finance.  Here she updates our understanding of retirement for the contemporary era.

Please Look After Mom by Kyung-sook Shin  (Apr.)

Already a prominent writer in Korea, Shin finally makes her English-language debut with what will appeal to all readers who appreciate a compelling, page-turning novel.  The book is an acute reminder of how easily a family can fracture, how little we truly know one another, and how desperate need can sometimes overshadow even the deepest love.

Sixkill by Robert Parker (May)

This is Spenser’s final outing as Robert Parker died last January.  Spenser is up against a wall when he’s asked to investigate accusations that movie star Jumbo Nelson raped and murdered a young woman; Nelson has a well-deserved bad-boy reputation.  But things get clearer – and nastier – after Spenser hooks up with Nelson’s bodyguard and a former football player and Native American named Zebulon Sixkill.

Buried Prey by John Sandford (May)

Back in 1985, two girls disappeared, and fledgling cop Lucas Davenport couldn’t get over it, even when his boss declared the case closed.  Now a house has been torn down, the bodies of two girls wrapped in plastic have been found, and Davenport is back on the case….and relentless!

Those in Peril by Wilbur Smith (May)

African Muslim pirates highjack the yacht of oil heir Hazel Bannock.  She’s not on board, but her teenage daughter is, and Hazel hires wily security man Hector Cross to rescue her child.  

A Drop of the Hard Stuff Lawrence Block (May)

Matthew Scudder is back and aiming to stay sober.  But when a friend from the old neighborhood is murdered, Scudder has an investigation and serious temptation on his hands.  
A Time for Patriots by Dale Brown (May)

Recession has led to severe cuts in government services, forcing citizens to band together for protection.  Only the Civil Air Patrol, an auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, acts for the common good.  The Nevada branch, run by Patrick McLanahan and his son Bradley, intends to train a new generation to hunt terrorists.  

Saying Goodbye to Someone You Love:  Your Emotional Journey Through End of Life and Grief by Norine Dresser & Fredda Wasserman

Dresser and licensed marriage/family therapist Wasserman write to provide a new perspective on the challenges of caring for the dying and living with grief.

Elizabeth I by Margaret George (Apr.)

 This re-creation of the queen and her era is told from the perspective of her lookalike cousin Lettice Knollys, who’s also in love with Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester.   

Night Road by Kristin Hannah (Apr.)

Former foster child Lexi has become Mia’s best friend, and Mia’s twin brother, Zach, has fallen in love with her.  The twins’ mom, Jude, couldn’t be happier that her children are happy – until one dark night when Lexi is implicated in a terrible accident and the family is torn apart. 

Eve by Iris Johansen (Apr.)

Forensic sculptor Eve Duncan’s fierce commitment to her work results partly from the pain of her daughter’s disappearance many years ago.  Now CIA agent Catherine Ling, whose son Eve helped find, reveals that a shadowy man from Eve’s past was in town around the time little Bonnie was last seen.

Miss Julia Rocks the Cradle by Ann B. Ross (Apr.)

Miss Julia is too busy helping pregnant Hazel Marie get ready for her due date to worry much about the dead body discovered in a neighbor’s tool shed – and, anyway, she promised not to get involved.  Then again, why is someone obviously innocent being blamed for the crime?  
Save Me by Lisa Scottoline (Apr.)

Susan Pressman is volunteering at her daughter’s school to make sure she doesn’t get bullied by mean girl Amanda when an explosion occurs.  She hustles both girls to safety, but Amanda runs off and is injured, leaving Susan with the blame.  To avoid hostility (and a lawsuit), Susan tries to figure out what really happened that day.

Bel Air Dead by Stuart Woods (Apr.)

Stone Barrington is all set to manage the sale of Centurion Studio, owned by the recently deceased husband of Arrington Calder, Barrington’s ex-girlfriend and the mother of his son.  Alas, Hollywood high-ups have other ideas about the studio.

Mobbed by Carol Higgins Carol (Apr.)
As she traipses from idyllic Cape May to good-time Atlantic City to scruffy Asbury Park on a case with her husband, PI Regan Reilly runs into old friends – she grew up in New Jersey, after all.  But one of them just isn’t herself.  

I’ll Walk Alone  by Mary Higgins Clark (Apr.)

It’s bad enough that Alexandra Moreland’s toddler disappeared in Central Park a few years back.  Now Alexandra is being accused of identity theft and possibly murder.  Looks as if someone is trying to drive her insane.  

The Fifth Witness by Michael Connelly (Apr.)
In this up-to-the-minute thriller, criminal defense attorney Mickey Haller has taken on foreclosure work, which creates complications; one of his clients is accused of killing the banker threatening to foreclose on her home.

Crunch Time by Diane Mott Davidson (Apr.)

First, the apartment building where Yolanda Garcia lives with her aunt is torched; then, when they move in with PI Ernest McLeod, he’s shot dead and his house is set ablaze.  So Goldy Schultz invites them to stay with her – and swings into action.  

Miles To Go by Richard Paul Evans (Apr.)

Having lost everything, Alan Christoffersen has elected to walk across America, from Seattle to Key West.  The first book in this five-part series left him in Spokane, so in his search for hope he has a long way to go.

Getting It Done by Tom Daschle

This narrative of what went on behind the scenes in the making of the new health care legislation, delivers a powerful lesson in the workings of American Politics.
The Outlaws by W.E.B. Griffin

Charlie Castillo receives a FedEx package bearing photos of barrels containing some of the most dangerous biohazard materials on earth, all of which were supposed to have been destroyed during a raid on a secret Russian factory in the Congo.  Who has them now, and what do they want?

Season of Evil, Season of Dreams by Jan Weeks

Police Chief Ben Logan of Gold Hill must solve a murder that involves nine skulls littering a remote clearing, the disappearance of teenagers and a childhood secret.  Set in the Black Hills and written by a former Black Hills resident who lived here for more than 15 years.
44 Charles Street by Danielle Steel

Over the course of one amazing, unforgettable, life-changing year, the boarders of the house at 44 Charles Street fill the house with laughter and hope.  It’s a place where those who visit never want to leave.
The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party by Alexander McCall Smith
Precious Ramotswe is haunted by a dream in which she is driving her dear old white van.  She discovers that her van is actually still in use and sets out to retrieve it.  Meanwhile, an apprentice has gotten a girl pregnant, cattle are being poisoned, and Violet Sephotho is running for Parliament.  

Love You More by Lisa Gardner
Pushed to the brink by an abusive husband, state police trooper Tessa Leoni finally snaps and shoots him in self-defense.  But Tessa isn’t talking – not about her dead husband, her battered face, or her missing daughter.  Now, Detective D.D. Warren will have to race against the clock to figure out family secrets, solve a murder and save a child.

Devil’s Food Cake Murder by Joanne Fluke

A new minister is in town to cover for Reverend Bob Knudson, who’s honeymooning with Hannah Swenson’s good friend Claire.  When the new minister is found face down in a plate of devil’s food cake with a bullet in his head, Hannah starts asking questions.

Split Second:  An FBI Thriller by Catherine Coulter (July)

Even as Coulter stalwarts Dillon Savich and Lacey Sherlock hunt for a female serial killer, Special Agent Lucy Carlisle discovers that years ago her grandmother may have murdered her grandfather.  Moving into grandma’s mansion to figure out what happened, Lucy unearths a skeleton and a ring associated with a shadowy group called the protectors.

Escape by Barbara Delinsky (July)

Sapped of her idealism and unable to connect to her husband, her friends, or her work, 30-year-old lawyer Emily Aulenbach gets up from her desk early one day and leaves high-pressure New York behind for the New Hampshire hills.  She had a vibrant summer there when in college; maybe she can find that happiness again.

The Silent Girl by Tess Gerritsen (July)

Up on a Chinatown rooftop, Boston homicide detective Jane Rizzoli and medical examiner Maura Isles encounter a grisly scene – no doubt described in the blood-curdling graphic style that has successfully carried these two characters through numerous New York Times best sellers to their ninth outing here.  Rizzoli also notices a strange hair – which turns out to come from a monkey.  And that leads us into the story of the Monkey King, a powerful and sometimes belligerent character in Chinese literature.

Overbite by Meg Cabot (July)

Soap opera star Meena Harper met Lucien Antonescu, son of Dracula.  That relationship is so over, as is Lucien himself.  Now Meena works for the Palatine Guard, a demon-hunting division of the Vatican, which prizes her ability to predict how people will die.  To counter the latest threat – a particularly nasty clan of vampires called the Lamir – Meena is working with top Lamir killer Father Henrique.  And for some reason she doesn’t trust him.  
Now You See Her by Joy Fielding (Feb.)

Marcy Taggart’s daughter, Devon, drowned in an accident or perhaps as a suicide, but since the body was never recovered, Marcy holds on to hope that Devon chose to disappear.  In the years following her daughter’s death, March’s marriage falls apart.  She decides to take the trip to Ireland on her own that had been planned to celebrate her 25th wedding anniversary.  In Cork, she sees a woman who looks like Devon and begins trying to track her down, inadvertently stumbling into something sinister.  Attempts to scare Marcy off merely make her more determined to find her daughter.
Theodore Roosevelt in the Badlands:  A Young Politicians’ Quest for Recovery in the American West by Roger L. DiSilvestro (March)

DiSilvestro successfully communicates the western spirit of the Dakota Badlands that became an essential component of the personal identity of the future President.  Drawing upon a wealth of archival and biographical writings, the author paints a picture of a grief-stricken New Yorker (following the death of his wife in childbirth and the death of his mother), politician, and socialite, who reinvented himself as a frontier cattle rancher, big-game hunter, and conservationist.  Much information is included on the eastern establishment’s get-rich-quick western ranching fantasies, which Roosevelt saw disintegrate in the infamous winter of 1886-87.
Smokin’ Seventeen by Janet Evanovich (June)
Folly Beach:  A Lowcountry Tale by Dorothea Benton Frank (June)
Cate enjoyed South Carolina’s Folly Beach as a child, but when she returns as an adult she’s not just widowed but broke – her faithless husband wrecked their finances.  Still, she slowly opens herself to the possibilities.  

One Summer by David Baldacci (June)

Lizzie is tending her terminally ill husband, Jack, when she is killed in a car accident and the children must be farmed out to relatives.  Miraculously, Jack goes into remission and gathers his family together at Lizzie’s oceanfront childhood homed in South Carolina for a life-affirming summer.

The Kingdom:  A Fargo Adventure by Clive Cussler and Grant Blackwood (June)

Sam and Remi Fargo are treasure hunters.  But now, in a journey that takes them to Tibet, Nepal, China, Siberia, and Italy, they’re hunting for a missing investigator friend.  With artifacts ranging from a Stone Age ostrich egg to a skeleton that seems to be even older, this sounds like classic Cussler.

Trader of Secrets:  A Paul Madriani Novel. by Steve Martini (June)

In his 12th outing, defense attorney Paul Madriani pursues a vanished NASA scientist with a big secret: he knows about some stolen NASA technology that uses nature’s forces to unleash power equaling many nuclear bombs.  

Fallen by Karin Slaughter (June)
Special Agent Faith Mitchell went to pick up her baby at her mother’s but instead found her mother missing, the babe in the tool shed, and a bloody handprint on the door.
Untitled by Ann Coulter (June)

Post-election, Coulter weighs in with her views of politics in America today and is bound to stir controversy.  

Portrait of a Spy by Daniel Silva (July)

While enjoying a day in London with his wife, anti-terrorist expert Gabriel Allon spots a man he believes to be a suicide bomber and follows him into Covent Garden.  Undercover police knock him down before he can intervene, and carnage ensues.  Afterward, the CIA asks Gabriel to track down an American-born cleric now setting himself up as a rival to Osama bin Laden.

Happy Birthday by Danielle Steel (July)  
Valerie Wyatt is the reigning queen of elegant entertaining.  Her daughter, April, is the work-addicted chef/owner of a downtown New York restaurant.  (High achievers, but no men in their lives).  They both have significant birthdays coming, and things might change.

The Bourne Dominion by Eric Van Lustbader (July)

A defector from a shadowy organization called Severus Domna asks to join forces with him, at the same time confiding that Domna is planning to have Bourne assassinated and for that job has chosen Boris Karpov – someone Bourne actually trusts.
The Devil Colony:  A Sigma Force Novel by James Rollins (July)

In the rocky Mountains, anthropologists have discovered hundreds of mummified bodies.  Whatever their origins, they are claimed by Native Americans, a riot ensues, an anthropologist inexplicably burns to a crisp, and an outspoken teenage leader of a radical group implicated in the violence turns for protection to her uncle – Sigma Force director Painter Crowe.  
The Complaints by Ian Rankin (March)
Both Lt. Eve Dallas and her partner, Peabody, realize they are being framed in a complicated plot that involves mobsters, wealthy developers in trouble, and possible police treachery.  
Sing You Home by Jodi Picoult (March)
Never one to shy away from controversial issues, Picoult tackles gay rights, reproductive science, and the Christian right through the story of Zoe and Max Baxter.  She forces us to consider both sides of these hot topics.
The Devil’s Light by Richard North Patterson (May)
Two skilled tacticians maneuver toward an ultimate goal.  Osama bin Laden orders Amer Al Zaroor, an al-Quaeda operational genius, to smuggle a nuclear weapon from Pakistan and detonate it over Tel Aviv.  U.S. intelligence officials commission Brooke Chandler, a highly trained CIA agent, to prevent the devastation on the 10th anniversary of 9/11.  The two adversaries gain assistance from colleagues throughout the Middle East.
The Land of Painted Caves  by Jean M. Auel (March)

Ayla is an acolyte of the First of the Zelandonii, the spiritual leaders of the caves of her husband’s people.  But all is not well with Ayla.  She is separated from her husband and daughter while training for her new position, which takes a terrible physical toll on her health, and her innovative ideas and unusual history create conflict among the people.
Children’s Books
Newbery Award Winner:

Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool
Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hopes to find out some things about his past.
Newbery Honor Book:

One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
In this humorous novel set in 1968, eleven-year-old Delphine has it all together.  Even though her mother, Cecile, abandoned her and her younger sisters seven years ago.  Even though her father will send them from Brooklyn to California, to stay with Cecile for the summer.  And even though Delphine will have to take care of her sisters, as usual, and learn the truth about the missing pieces of the past.

Caldecott Award Winner:
A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip C. Stead

Friends come in all sorts of shapes and sizes.  In Amos McGee’s case, all sorts of species too!  Every day he spends a little bit of time with each of his friends at the zoo, running races with the tortoise, keeping the shy penguin company, and even reading bedtime stories to the owl.  But when Amos is too sick to make it to the zoo, his animal friends decide it’s time they returned the favor.

The Green Glass Sea by Ellen Klages

Ellen Klages tells the tale of two young girls growing up in the secret community of Los Alamos during the development of the atom bomb.  In the book, a few days after the bomb was unleashed, families headed to the site to see the green glass sea created by the heat of the explosion.

“How to Train Your Dragon Series” by Cressida Cowell

How to Train Your Dragon
How to be a Pirate

How to Speak Dragonese
How to Cheat a Dragon’s Curse

How to Twist a Dragon’s Tale
A Hero’s Guide to Deadly Dragons
How to Ride a Dragon’s Storm

How to Break a Dragon’s Heart

Eon: Rise of the Dragoneye and Eona:  The Last Dragoneye by Alison Goodman
The 2nd and 3rd books in this popular science-fiction series.

2010-2011 Prairie Pasque Award Nominees:
There’s a Wolf at the Door by Zoe Alley
All Stations!  Distress! by Don Brown
Bodies from the Ice by James Deem
A Curious Collection of Cats by Betsy Franco
Night of the Spadefoot Toads by Bill Harley
Mysterious Universe by Ellen Jackson
The Last Wild Place by Rosa Jordan
Way Up and Over Everything by Alice McGill
How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills
Boys of Steel by Marc Tyler Nobleman
Leanin’ Dog by K. A. Nuzum
Keeping Score by Linda Sue Park

When the Wolves Returned by Dorothy H. Patent
Mr. Wellington by David Rabe
Wanda Gag: the Girl Who Loved to Draw by Deborah Kogan Ray
Farmer George Plants a Nation by Peggy Thomas
Diary of a Wimpy Kid:  Dog Days by Jeff Kinney
In this new book in the best-selling series, Dog Days, takes Greg out of the school setting for first time.  This is the story of the Heffley summer vacation.  

Also in this Series:  Diary of a Wimpy Kid:  Do-It-Yourself Book and Diary of a Wimpy Kid:  The Last Straw
Fang:  A Maximum Ride Novel by James Patterson (March)

Max and her Flock are working for a food-distribution program in Africa, where they’re closely watched by the program’s benefactor and receive a dire warning:  “The sky will fall.” 

Note;   Other “Maximum Ride” titles are heading for the big screen.
Someone Walks By:  The Wonders of Winter Wildlife by Polly Carlson-Voiles
This 2009 winner of the Northeastern Minnesota Book award for children’s literature follows the tracks and the poetic narrative through the intricate cut-paper collage landscapes that reveal the details of the winter survival of animals.  
Dragon Slippers, Dragon Flight and Dragon Spear by Jessica Day George 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians series by Rick Riordan

Book 1: The Lightning Thief

Book 2: The Sea of Monsters

Book 3:  The Titan’s Curse


Book 4: Battle of the Labyrinth


Book 5:  The Last Olympian
Fancy Nancy:  My Family History by Jane O’Connor
When Nancy has to write a report on her ancestors for school, she can’t help exaggerating a little – at first.  After all, what’s wrong with making her family history sound fancier?  But Nancy goes too far and has to deal with truth and consequences!

Angel by James Patterson
In the pulse-pounding eighth installment of the bestselling House of Night series, Zoey has returned from the Otherworld to her rightful place as High Priestess at the House of Night while the dark threat of Neferet and Kalona returns.
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