APPROVED MINUTES

CUSTER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting March 6, 2012


Planning Commission Members present:

Phil Lampert   
Oonagh Wood
Tim Holland

Sue Brown
Mike Fleming
    Dean Johnson
Andy Kelford
Planning Dept. Staff present:   David Green, Lili Momeyer
Guests Present:  Stephanie Rittberger
Call to Order:  Chairman Phil Lampert called the meeting to order at 5:00 in the Commissioners’ Room of the Custer County Courthouse.  
Approval of Agenda:  
Chairman Lampert added Agenda Item 4, Shooting Range update to the agenda.  Wood moved to approve the agenda as changed.  Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
A.  Approval of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 3, 2012.
Wood moved to approve the minutes of January 3, 2012.  Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
B.  Other Items
1.  Plat of Trails End subdivision of the Village of Crazy Horse Lots A and B of Tract 9 – Parcel 56 (formerly Tract 9 of Trails End Subdivision of the Village of Crazy Horse as shown in Plat Book 10, page 343) Located in the SW4 of the SW4 of Section 34, T2S, R4E, BHM and the W2 of the W2 Section 3, T3S, R4E, BHM, Custer County, South Dakota.  Ruth Ziolkowski, applicant.
Discussion:  This parcel of land is approximately 3 miles from the town of Custer.  It is close to the end of the exterritorial platting jurisdiction of the City.  The City opted to have the County process and review the plat.  There are no lot size issues and no Comprehensive Plan issues with this plat.  There are a number of technical and clerical issues that need to be addressed by the surveyor.  The surveyor has received a copy of the staff report and a copy of the plat that has the “red lined” issues.  The owner has indicated that the land is being platted for commercial use.
Brown moved to approve the preliminary and final plat with the Planning Director’s recommendations.  Kelford seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

2.  Sketch Plan Review of Rittberger – Parcel 966 NW4 Section 28, T3S, R7E, BHM, County, South Dakota.  Fred Rittberger, applicant.
Owner needs to parcel off a small portion of their land for purposes of bank lein.  The property owner has opted to follow the Access Review Process as described in Ordinance 2.  The Rittbergers will have to prescribe an easement across the parent parcel to give legal access to the newly described lot.  Change of ownership issues were discussed.  It was determined that this was an issue that could not be adequately addressed at this point.
Johnson made the motion for this to be forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners with the Planning Director’s recommendations and that the easement is filed with the register of deeds.  Wood seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously
3.  Variance – Parcel 10108 Lot 4, Section 1, T4S, R7E, BHM, Custer County, South Dakota.  Marty and Brandi Hunsaker, applicants.
Dean Johnson declared a conflict of interest and will abstain from voting, though he is concerned with the new piece of land and the variance applications use of the term “land locked”.   The term/phrase will be struck from the description on the application.  The Hunsakers currently have access to the house via a minimally improved section line that does have gravel on it.  They want to refinance the house and would need to have it on a five acre or less piece of land.  The question is whether they can continue to use the section line for access and not have to build a road to county specifications. Since they will be subdividing a Government lot they will need to plat the parcel off.  The subdividing of this parcel triggers the road improvement requirement of Ordinance 2.  The applicant requests the variance due to the cost of road improvements and the fact that the section line is essentially a driveway to their parcel. There was discussion about the owners selling this parcel later with no improved road to it.  The Planning Director stated that would be controlled because any plans to further develop it would be addressed at the platting stage.
Fleming motioned to approve this variance with the Planning Director’s recommendations.  Kelford seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Johnson abstaining from the vote.
4.  Shooting Range  D.  Green gave the Planning Commission an update on the shooting range by the airport.  He said this land is still part of the acquisition project for the County Airport.   Unfortunately, a private investor purchased the property and proposed a commercial use upon it.  The land adjacent to the airport is subject to Safety Zone 1 restrictions.  The restrictions in Safety Zone 1 include no residential use and has height limitations.  The proposed land use did not violate either restriction.  A review of Ordinance 2 resulted in a determination that the proposed commercial venture was an allowable or permitted use.  There was no formal (written) objection from SDOT and the FAA, although both the FAA or the SDOT said they did not like it.  Neither agency was able to offer statutory or factual basis for the County to be able to deny the land use.  It has become an issue of the County following standards as established in local ordinances, which assure private property rights, and FAA funding.  The parcel has been identified for acquisition once funding becomes available.  The owner of the shooting range was made aware of this fact at the onset of his inquiries.
C.  Election of Officers 
Wood moved to elect Phil Lampert as Chairman.  Kelford second the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Brown motioned to elect Sheila Green as Vice Chairman.  Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Wood motioned to elect Holland as Second Vice Chairman.  Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

D.  Adjourn
Brown motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Kelford seconded the motion.  The meeting was declared adjourned by Lampert at 6:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

David Green
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