Custer County Weed & Pest Board Minutes:

Board Meeting: 08/01/2012 – 9:00AM 

Custer County Weed & Pest Office

Meeting called by: Bill Kirsch 

Facilitator: Kirsch

Note Taker: Wiese

Time Keeper: Wiese

Special Meeting:

Agenda: General Briefing prior to Commissioner Meeting

· 2013 Budget/Revenue Review

· Office Operations

· Black Hills National Forest Agreements

· Mountain Pine Beetle Project

· Chemical Reimbursement Project

· White horehound addition to County noxious weed list.

· Five year Plan

· Fire Restrictions and Operational status.

· Enforcements 2012

· County Highway Department – ROW

· Invader

Attendees:

Bill Kirsch – W&P Supervisor

Steve Wiese – W&P Field Supervisor

Martin Mahrt – Board Member

Dave Hazeltine – Commissioner Rep - absent.

Robert White – Board Member

Earl Stombaugh – Board Chairman

Myron Egger – Board Member - absent

Denny Selting – Board Member - absent
Meeting Called to Order: 9:01AM

Agenda/Topics:

Budget/Treasury:

Attendees reviewed the 2013 budget/revenue projections. Kirsch noted that the overall budget will decrease by 10% reduction of $24,000.00 in operational items.

Contracts/Agreements:

Sheila French Hells Canyon District briefed the Board on the Master Participation Agreement and yearly Participation Agreements between Custer County and Black Hills National Forest. Sheila indicated that cooperation between the two entities is working well to manage noxious weeds in the National Forest.
Enforcements:

Kirsch briefed the Board on current enforcement activities. Kirsch reported that 87 letters have been mailed so far this spray season.
Grants:

Kirsch requested approval to continue the chemical reimbursement project for 2012-2013. The Board approved the request to use funds from grant funding.

Kirsch briefed the Board on requests for funding on the Mountain Pine Beetle Project for 2012-2013. Kirsch indicated that he has requested Title III funding and use of 2012 Weed & Pest revenues to finance the project, is awaiting approval or guidance from the Board of Commissioners.
General Notes:

· Kirsch requested approval to submit an Emergency Declaration for Horehound and addition to the County Noxious Weed List to the State Weed Commission. Kirsch briefed the Board on the need to list Horehound due to funding for management in the Myrtle Fire burn area. The Board agreed to the addition.

· The Board discussed County Highway Department treatments on Right of Ways.

· Kirsch, French and Wiese briefed the Board on Fire restrictions in the National Forest and its effects on operations.

· Kirsch requested a volunteer from the Board to meet with the Board of Commissioners once a month. Tom Barnes agreed to attend the monthly meeting with Kirsch.

· Kirsch discussed the Invader and its distribution in Custer County. 
· The Board discussed the department 5 year Plan. Kirsch noted that the department has gradually upgraded all equipment and has minimal needs over the nest five years.

The meetings primary function was a pre-briefing on issues to be discussed at a schedule meeting with the Board of Commissioners on this date.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:45AM
