Custer County Commission Meeting (Wednesday, 6/14/17)
Members present
Travis Bies, Phil Lampert, Mark Hartman, Jesse Sorenson, Jim Lintz, Tracy Kelley

A. Meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM
1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Review and Approval of Agenda – Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Hartman. Motion carried, unanimous.
B. Consent Agenda 
Motion by Hartman, seconded by Lintz to approve minutes, vouchers and travel requests. Motion carried, unanimous.
1. Minutes of May 24, 2017 Commission Meeting

2. Vouchers

3. Travel Requests – Michelle Sorenson to Budget Training in Pierre, cost of $40.
Vouchers approved as follows:
COMMISSIONERS:  Southern Hills Publishing $1,554.37, SDACC $3,857.30 
COURT:  Garland Lee Goff $367.90
AUDITOR:  First Western Insurance $50, Quill $24.97, SDACO $35, Secretary of State $30, Golden West Tele $167.51, Ricoh $.17, Best Western Ramkota $199.98, Deb’s Printing $347.58
TREASURER: Golden West Tele $167.51, Best Western Ramkota $199.98, Deb’s Printing $24.95
INFO TECHNOLOGY: Golden West Tele $77, Golden West Tech $6,449.97, Quill $599.80, Ricoh $137.02, Schneider Corp $2,715, Pitney Bowes $399, High Point Networks $2,637
STATE’S ATTORNEY: Relx $289, Bangs, McCullen, Bulter $742.90, Golden West Tele $167.51, Culligan Water $37, Ricoh $6.44
COURTHOUSE BUILDING:  Southern Hills Publishing $58, Custer True Value $61.15, Sander Sanitation $367.68, Servall $111.04, AdTech $190, Malik Bros Plastering $8,925, Golden West Tele $33.50, Verizon $73
DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION: Southern Hills Publishing $293.61, Golden West Tele $201.01, Ricoh $15.72, CBH Coop $44.04
REGISTER OF DEEDS: Golden West Tele $134.01, Best Western Ramkota $199.98
VETERANS SERVICE: Southern Hills Publishing $19.70, Golden West Tele $33.50, VFW Post 3442 $250
PREDATORY ANIMAL: SD GFP $827.20
SHERIFF: Black Hills Energy $64.32, CC Sheriff’s Office $174.38, Law Enforcement Systems $49, McLeod’s $73.37, Neve’s $2,848.34, Quill $182.29, Rapid Chevy $853.77, Golden West Tele $339, Culligan $45.50, Ricoh $28.19, Leads Online $1,428, Verizon $592.07, CBH Cooperative $1,387.26, Axon $3,813
CORONER: Geib, Elston, Frost $1,978
PRISONER CARE:  SD DOH $35, Linda Nohr $75, Regional Home Plus $128.64, Regional Health Client $87.60
AIRPORT:  Southern Hills Publishing $16.93, Custer Gas $22.16, Custer True Value $65.26, French Creek $11.98, Golden West Tele $198.46, MG Oil $3,238.50, Stites $3,000
FOOD PANTRY: Custer Storehouse $875
MENTAL HEALTH:  Beesley $275, SD Human Services $98.65
LIBRARY:  Mt Rushmore Tele $111.87, Golden West Tele $283.15, CenturyLink $12, Verizon $41.60
CULTURE/RECREATION: Southern Hills Publishing $43.50
EXTENSION: Golden West Tele $220.37, Ricoh $1.39
24/7: Dash Medical Gloves $70.90
WEED AND PEST CONTROL:  Nick Marchiando $146.25, Golden West Tele $48.65, Ricoh $12.12, Southern Hills Publishing $42.03, Marvin Neugebauer $293.75, Dale Christensen $172.50, Marge Mikuska $75.92, SD Assoc of County Weed $150
PLANNING:  Golden West Tele $134.01, Verizon $30.97
COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE:  A&B Welding $24, Butler Machinery $72.95, Custer True Value $36.16, Snap On Tools $176.54, Lab Corp $23, Golden West Tele $269.46, CenturyLink $14.27, Nelson’s Oil $415.24, MG Oil $304.70, Verizon $33.89, CBH Co-op $8,095.89, Black Hills Energy $87.38, Lycox Enterprises $16,950, Diesel Machinery $181.86, Eddie’s Truck $756.70, Fastenal $12.61, Interstate All Battery $112.95, Mt Rushmore Tele $113.97, R&B Supply $925.60, Power House $742.30, S&B $274.47, Keiffer Sanitation $139.67, Servall $98.17, Culligan $46.50, Matco Tools $116.45, Forward Distributing $49.20, Powerplan $308.93, Dakota Fluid Power $153.36, G&H Distributing $38.45
FIRE PROTECTION: Argyle $11,000, Buffalo Gap $5,000, Custer $36,500, Dewey $2,500, Folsom $5,750, Pringle $8,000
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Rushmore Communications $275, Golden West Tele $100.50, Verizon $54.10
GENERAL GOVERNMENT-STATE GRANT: Black Hills Land Analysis $4,000
BUILDING:  Black Hills Energy $4,511.26, Custer Do-It-Best $50.46, Custer City $224.75, Custer True Value $121.72, French Creek $16.50, Wesdak Welding $1,358.50, Couch’s Waterproofing $8,750, North Central Supply $1,034.47, Walmart $49.40
EMERGENCY LINE:  Southern Hills Publishing $41.60, Custom Micro Interactive $5,041, Rushmore Communications $248, Master’s Custom Design $40, Golden West Tele $1,375.91, Culligan $53, Ricoh $17.40, CenturyLink $531.62, RT Communications $23.61
C. Conflict of Interest Declaration – Lintz on the Lintz Tract in Planning.  Sorenson on the Sidney Trail Subdivision in Planning.
D. Judge Craig A. Pfeifle – Weapons in the Courthouse

· Hartman had contacted Judge Pfeifle to follow up from last year’s meeting.  Judge Pfeifle stated that the circuit still does not favor weapons in the courthouse.  This is not a personal decision as he goes and talks with all judges.  Custer County has taken steps to improve security but it is felt that a security assessment should be done with a team from Pennington County.  This assessment has been done but unsure about results.  The Commission would like to see the assessment report.
· Paul Nabholz, Commissioner for Fall River County, voiced the issues that they currently have had dealing with this topic.  Fall River County has put their resolution on hold due to judges cancelling court and it was hurting the community.  
E. Highway Department

1. SD DOT Custer County Master Transportation Plan – Presentation by Steve Grabill from KLJ to discuss draft report.  KJL is open for questions or comments through July 10 with the final report being complete in July or early August.
2. DOT Grant Program – the majority of our roads does not meet this particular grant requirement.  Aviation Way could meet the requirements with additional engineering from the planning department.  This has been passed on to the Planning Department.
3. 2017 Preservation Bridge Improvement Grant – The two bridges of which we had applied for grants; one in Fairburn and one in Buffalo Gap; was not granted due to not being a high priority because of volume.
4. 2017 Statewide County Pavement Marking Project – The chip seal has been done on Sidney Park Road and Playhouse Road has been completed.  Motion by Lampert, seconded by Lintz to approve signing of the marking contract.  Motion carried, unanimous.
5. Golden West Application for Occupancy of Right-of-Way
a. CS333 Argyle Loop Road – Motion to approve by Hartman, seconded by Sorenson. Motion carried, unanimous.
b. CS333 Argyle Road – Motion to approve by Sorenson, seconded by Lampert.  Motion carried, unanimous.
c. East Argyle Loop Road – Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Sorenson. Motion carried, unanimous.
d. Beardsley Road – Motion to approve by Hartman, seconded by Sorenson.  Motion carried, unanimous.
e. Bendigo Ct – Motion to approve by Sorenson, seconded by Hartman.  Motion carried, unanimous.
f. Hegg Ave – Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, unanimous.
g. Anna Lane – Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, unanimous.
6. Hazelrodt Cutoff Bridge has the forms placed.  They will pour on Tuesday (6/20).  Power will have to be shut off at that area from 7 AM to noon due to the boom truck. The road should be open and complete in a couple weeks.
7. Gravel has been placed on Custer Limestone.  Highway is planning on graveling the first three miles of Pleasant Valley Road next.
8. Gary Woodford stated that he does not like Hartman meeting with highway employees without first letting him know.  Per HR, the proper chain of command for county employees to follow is supervisor/HR/Commission.  Hartman stated that he tells employees or county residents with concerns or problems to come to the meetings to voice their concerns.  Hartman questioned Woodford as to why his county vehicle is the only one that doesn’t have county markings.  Hartman would like to have the county emblems added to this vehicle immediately.
9. Woodford stated at the last meeting there was a discussion during Executive Session in which he provided information to the commission and somehow this was passed along to highway employees.  Discussions in Executive Session should stay confidential.
F. State’s Attorney

1. Executive Session – Legal and Personnel. Motion by Lampert, seconded by Lintz to go into Executive Session at 9:22 AM.  Motion carried, unanimous.  Executive Session ended at 11 AM.  Motion by Lampert, seconded by Lintz to go back into Executive Session at 12:32 PM.  Motion carried, unanimous. Executive Session ended at 1:45 PM.
G. Planning Department

1. Appraisal Contract for Airport Runway Protection Zone needs the Chairman’s signature to move forward – Motion to approve by Hartman, seconded by Sorenson.  Motion carried, unanimous.
2. Velocitel – modification of wireless communication tower – wireless communication towers were motioned together.  Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, unanimous.
3. Crown Castle – modification of wireless communication tower – approved with Velocitel.
4. Lintz Tract – Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Hartman.  Lintz abstained, motion carried.
5. Sidney Trail Subdivision – Motion to approve by Hartman, seconded by Lampert.  Sorenson abstained, motion carried.
6. DOT Grant Program per Highway – this is a small grant but would apply to Aviation Way because of the commercial property and the airport.  Planning will follow up on this.
H. Sheriff’s Department

1. Administrative Assistant Position – Motion by Lampert, seconded by Hartman to approve posting this position which will help with the front office and the 24/7 Program.  Motion by Lampert, seconded by Hartman. Motion carried, unanimous.
2. Surplus Glock 40 caliber serial No. ZAD980 – Motion by Lintz, seconded by Sorenson to approve.  Motion carried, unanimous.
3. Evidence Storage – currently this is in three different locations.  They will be looking at combining into one location.

I. Equalization

1. New Hire – Paula Arthur will begin June 26 – Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, unanimous.
J. Public Comments 

Oonagh Wood and Sheila Greene commented that it would be nice to have the Commission meetings recorded and posted online so that meetings may be viewed by anyone at their leisure. The Auditor’s Office will discuss with Pennington County about cost and procedure and Charles with Golden West to see about making this happen.  Sorenson and Hartman stated that they are highly in favor of broadcasting the meetings.  The Auditor’s Office will also post future agendas on the County’s Facebook page.  
K. Fair Board
1. Land Acquisition

a. Alan Bishop and Jack Dye presented on the history of the Custer County Fairgrounds.   In 2008-2009 there was a land swap between Hermosa and Custer County to obtain the land, building and assets of the fairgrounds. Over the years the county has paid for an adjacent lot and various improvements.  Another adjacent lot, which they currently use for parking, is for sale.  The Fair Board would like to have the county purchase it; noting that their budget has pretty much remained the same for 20 years.  The Commissioners would like Gary Hunsaker, owner of the property, to come to the next meeting to discuss logistics. 
2. Insurance – Custer County pays about $2,100 per year for property insurance of the fairgrounds.
L. Human Resources

1. Ordinance for Criminal Background investigations of applicants for employment with Custer County – Second Reading – Motion to approve and adopt by Hartman, seconded by Lampert.  Motion carried, unanimous.
ORDINANCE NO. 18 AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING STATE AND FEDERAL CRIMINAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS FOR PERSONS SEEKING EMPLOYMENT WITH CUSTER COUNTY 
WHEREAS, Custer County finds it to be in the best interest of the county to require criminal background checks on persons seeking employment with the county; and 

WHEREAS, SDCL 7-18A-37 authorizes counties to require criminal background checks on prospective employees by ordinance; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY CUSTER COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA that Custer County, through its Board of Commissioners, Sheriff’s Office, Human Resource Director, and/or Department Heads, may require any person who is eighteen years of age or older and whom are seeking employment with Custer County, South Dakota, to submit to a state and federal criminal background investigation by means of fingerprint checks by the South Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  This ordinance shall apply to applicants for any budgeted, non-elected position, (whether temporary, part-time or full-time), that have access to confidential information, have responsibilities associated with handling monies (including disbursement and receipts), perform duties associated with the enforcement of the laws of the County and State, perform maintenance duties which allow for access to all county offices, and which may require the prospective employee to work in close proximity with children.  Failure to submit and cooperate with a criminal background investigation is grounds for denial of employment. First reading: May 24, 2017, Second reading: June 14, 2017, Adopted this 14th day of June, 2017, Published June 21, 2017, Effective Date: July 11, 2017
2. Hiring of Veterans Service Officer – Offer was made to Jana Virtue for $15/hour.  She may have an offer at her current job.  If so, would like to offer to the second choice.  Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Sorenson.  Motion carried, unanimous.
M. General Business

1. Weed & Pest Building – no further discussion needed on this.
N. Emergency Management

1. County Rangeland Fire Protections Agreement – Resolution 2017-04 – Motion to approve by Lintz, seconded to Hartman.  Motion carried, unanimous.
Resolution 2017-4 County Rangeland Fire Protection Agreement

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that Mike Carter, Director of Emergency Services, is appointed County Rural Fire Coordinator for the County of Custer.  The County Rural Fire Coordinator is hereby authorized to act as a single point of contact, on behalf of the County of Custer, in dealing with administrative matters such as burn bans, billings, or questions about this Rangeland Fire Agreement specific to the County.  This authority shall continue in full force and effect until terminated or modified by resolution of the County of Custer Board of Commissioners.


Passed and approved this 14th day of June, 2017.
O. Executive Session
1. Indigent – items discussed in second Executive Session of State’s Attorney.  Motion to approve by Sorenson, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, unanimous.
2. Personnel – Health Concerns – item discussed in first Executive Session of State’s Attorney.
P. Commission

1. Agenda procedure – Chairman and Lampert feel that there should be a format on getting items on the agenda.  They would the Chairman to approve all items that go on the agenda. Motion to approve by Lampert, seconded by Lintz.  Motion carried, aye – Lampert, Lintz and Chairman, nay – Hartman and Sorenson. The Auditor’s office will make contact with the Chairman via telephone conversion for this approval.  
2. Mail call – DOT notice of Four Year STIP
3. Meeting Schedule – Fire meeting at 6 PM June 15 at the Custer Fire Hall.
4. Meeting Reports 
a. Sorenson attended the Conservation District meeting at the Spring Creek School.  There were not enough members for a quorum but they did discuss funding.  

5. Work Session

a. All department head meeting

i. Marty Mechaley is working on putting together information for GPS in all sheriff vehicles.  Verizon now offers a government rate. He asked if any other departments would be interested in getting them for their company vehicles.  Equalization wants one for sure.  The devices have an initial cost of $110 and would be $19 per device per month.  He is shutting off WIFI devices that we were paying $40/month.

ii. Sheriff office is looking to surplus/sell four vehicles. Maintenance also needs to surplus a plow truck and van.
b. Employee Handbook review – This will be reviewed at the end of the next meeting.  HR has been working on updating the current handbook.  HR will have some of the revised sections available for review.
c. Operational Department Policies – moved to a later date.
d. Safety Manual and meetings review if Custer County has one, if not create one – moved to a later date
e. Compensation for staff that opt-out of benefits – This will be discussed at the next meeting.  HR and State’s Attorney have been looking into this.  They are thinking that a survey will need to be conducted of current employees so that various scenarios can be considered prior to making a decision.
f. Update on wage/salary scale for employees – moved to a later date.
Q. Adjourn

Motion by Lintz and seconded by Hartman to adjourn the meeting at 2:10 PM. The next meeting will be at 8 AM June 28, 2017, in the Commissioners’ Room in the Custer County Courthouse.

_____________________________

Travis Bies, Chairman

Attest:

Dawn McLaughlin, Custer County Treasurer
Published once at the total approximate cost of _______________.

