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Minutes of the Custer County Commission Meeting, Thursday, June 9, 2022 

Members present: 
Commissioners Jim Lintz, Mark Hartman,  Mike Linde, Craig Hindle and Commission Legal 
Counsel Susan Anderson and Dawn McLaughlin, Finance Officer.  Commissioner Bies was not 
present. 
 
A. Commission Meeting was called to order at 8:00 AM followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  
 

B. Adopting of the agenda 
Motion to approve agenda made by Hartman; seconded by Linde; vote taken, all aye; 
motion carried. 

C. Consent Agenda 
1. Motion to approve minutes of May 25, 2022 regular Commission meet and June 1, 2022 
special Commission meeting made by Hindle; seconded by Linde; vote taken, all aye; 
motion carried. 

 
 2. Travel requests approved:  
 a)  Michael Baldwin to travel to Pierre for SDA Conservation Districts Leadership Training     

   Conference June 26—June 28, 2022.  All travel costs to be covered by Conservation District. 
 
 3.  Vouchers approved as follows:  
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PAYROLL:  June 10, 2022 Payroll:  Commissioners $8,165.88; Election $863.30; Auditor 
$5,187.62; Treasurer $12,718.56; Info Systems and Technology $3,005.26; States Attorney 
$12,914.12; Courthouse Building $6,704.79; Dept of Equalization $12,638.46; Register of Deeds 
$6,578.61; Veteran’s Service $381.20; Human Resources $2,454.69; Sheriff $46,407.53; 
Coroner $657.45; Nurse $750.09; Library $8,967.47; Conservation $505.56; Weed & Pest 
$4,686.56; Planning $7,795.92; County Road & Bridge $36,990.54; Emergency Management 
$3,088.53; 24/7 Sobriety $890.55; Emergency Line $18,458.26 
 
   
D. Conflict of Interest Declarations – None 

 
E. Planning: 
     1. Planning Director, Terri Kester, presented the Commission with the following and 
recommended approval: Cell Tower Modification; Parcel 2865 Earl & Stacey Sallee. North ½ 
North ½ Section 11, T4, R1 Custer County, SD. Motion to approve made by Hartman; 
seconded by Linde; vote taken, all aye; motion carried. 

      2.  Kester also recommended approval of the following: Cell Tower Modification; Parcel 
11858 Richard & Lee Ann Smith.  Zeimet Subdivision, Lot 3 of TR D in Gov Lot 13, Sec 13, T5, 
R4, Custer County, SD. This modification includes the addition of 13 new Verizon antennae.  
Motion to approve made by Linde; seconded by Hindle; vote taken, all aye; motion carried.  
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      3.  Approval was recommended for FINAL PLAT OF FALL RIVER WELL TRACT REVISED AND 
DOWNEN TRACT REVISED, LOCATED IN THE SW ¼ SW ¼ OF SECTION 21, T4S, R7E, BHM, 
CUSTER COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA.  Motion by Hartman; seconded by Linde; vote taken, all 
aye; motion carried. 
     4.  Kester recommended approval of: FINAL PLAT OF TRACT TIMBER RIDGE, TRACT 
HIDDEN HAVEN, TRACT WANDERING ACRES, AND TRACT WHISPERING PINES OF STAR 
VALLEY RESERVE SUBDIVISION, LOCATED IN THE SW ¼ SW ¼ OF SECTION 12, T4S, R4E, 
BHM, CUSTER COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA.  Motion to approve by Linde; seconded by Hartman; 
vote taken, all aye; motion carried. 
      5.  Commissioner Lintz inquired if the Planning Department had received any permit 
applications for a proposed campground by the Health Education Center near Box Canyon.  
Kester noted they had not, but a septic system application may be forthcoming. 

 
F. Library 
     1. Library Director, Doris Mertz, requested auto-supplement for Jump Start Summer 
Reading Grant to Account 101-4-511-426.00 in the amount of $1,000.00.  Motion to approve 
made by Hindle; seconded by Linde; vote taken, all aye; motion carried.  Mertz noted this is a 
mini-grant for Libraries to host regional training.   
     2.  Mertz requested additional funding for Library Director training.  It was noted that this 
is not currently built into the Library budget.  Commissioner Hartman stated that overlap 
training has worked well in the past and recommended three week’s allowance.  Motion to 
approve additional funding for three week’s training made by Linde; seconded by Hindle; vote 
taken, all aye; motion carried.   
  
G. USFS—Black Hills National Forest MOU 
     1.  Michael Baldwin presented the Commission with a draft Memorandum of Understanding 
between Custer County and USFS for the Black Hills National forest plan revision.  Legal 
Counsel, Susan Anderson, noted that she has reviewed the draft MOU.  Anderson stated that 
this is a non-binding agreement establishing Custer County as an acting agent in the forest 
revision.  It was noted that various counties feel there is more timber available than the Forest 
Service is stating and some counties are seeking a consultant in this matter.  Custer County is 
able to have its private opinion without the use of a consultant, if desired.  Motion to sign MOU 
made by Hartman; seconded by Linde; vote taken, all aye; motion carried. 

 
  H.  Auditor/Treasurer 
       1.  Finance Officer, Dawn McLaughlin, presented the Commission with a new policy for 
Road District formation and/or changes to existing Road Districts.  The deadline to create a new 
Road District to be included on the current year’s taxes would now be the third Monday in May 
of each year.  By adopting this new deadline, it would ensure that Road Districts abstracts 
would coincide with the Department of Equalization abstracts, thus eliminating the need to 
manually adjust abstracts for the tax year.  Petitions and changes made after the new deadline 
would have to wait to be included on the following year’s taxes.  Motion to adopt new deadline 
made by Hindle; seconded by Hartman; vote taken, all aye; motion carried. 
 
     2.  McLaughlin also requested that the Commission grant Southern Hills Title access to the  
Custer County Treasurer internal tax data base.  It was noted that Southern Hills Title 
previously had access but permissions had been disabled by IT over security concerns.  
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McLaughlin noted by reinstating permission to access the data base, this serves as a backup 
audit as well as saving substantial amounts of time the Treasurer’s office spends conducting 
research.  Discussion was held and that an agreement would need to be drafted between 
Custer County and Southern Hills Title.  Motion to table until the next Commission meeting 
made by Hartman; seconded by Hindle; vote taken, all aye; motion carried. 
 
 I.   2022 Primary Election 
       1.  Finance Officer, Dawn McLaughlin presented the Commission with the Canvass of the 
2022 Primary Election.  McLaughlin commended her staff and all of the many volunteers for 
their hard work.  Motion to approve the Canvass made by Linde; seconded by Hindle; vote 
taken, all aye.  The 2022 Primary Election results are as follows:  
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 J.   Public Comment 
       1.  Lea Anne McWhorter appeared before the Commission and stated that she had spoken 
with several community members who would be willing to share their knowledge and 
experience in several areas and are willing to help Commissioners with various projects.  
McWorter would like to compile a roster of these individuals, noting this list would be valuable 
to the City of Custer, as well. 

 
K.  Commission 

1. Mail call – None 
2. Meeting Schedule – 
    a) Black Hills Association of County Commissioners will meet July 8, 2022 in Lawrence 
County. 
 3.  Meeting Reports – 

           a) Chairman Lintz noted there is a Tax Committee meeting in Pierre on June 27, 2022.   
        He stated he will not be in attendance for this first meeting, but will attend later meetings    
        in Pierre to testify. 

  
 



10 

 

 L.  Executive Session 
     1.  Motion to enter into Executive Session at 8:32 AM pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) 
personnel made by Linde; seconded by Hindle; vote taken, all aye; motion carried.  Executive 
Session concluded at 9:06 AM.  There were no motions made out of executive session. 

 
M.  Adjourn 

1.  Motion by Linde and seconded by Hindle to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 AM. The next  
meeting will be at 8 AM June 29, 2022, in the Commissioner’s Room in the Custer County 
Courthouse. 

 
 
____________________________ 
Jim Lintz, Chairman 
 
 
 
Attest:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Barbara Cox, Custer County Deputy Auditor 
 
 
  
Published once at the total approximate cost of _________________. 
 
 
 
 


