
Custer County Fire Regulations • Public Safety Information 

CUSTER COUNTY 
BURNING REGULATIONS 

Black Hills Fire Protection District • Custer County, South Dakota 
These regulations apply to all state and private lands (excluding municipalities) within the Black Hills Fire 
Protection District located in Custer County, South Dakota. 
These regulations Do Not apply to lands owned by the Federal Government. Permits are issued by the South 
Dakota Department of Public Safety – Wildland Fire. Permits are not required for open burning outside of the 
Black Hills Forest Fire Protection District, including campfires, burn barrels, and slash pile/debris burning. 
 

WARNING: Violation of Ordinance 20 may result in a fine of up to $500, imprisonment for up to 30 
days, or both. 

 
BURNING RESTRICTIONS 
All burning activities are subject to current weather watches, warnings, and county burn restrictions. 

Condition Gas Grills / 
Gas 
Fireplaces 

Charcoal 
Grills 

Campfires 
(By Permit 
Only) 

Burn 
Barrels 
(By Permit 
Only) 

Slash Piles / 
Debris 
Burning 
(By Permit 
Only) 

Broadcast 
Burning 

No Watches 
or Warnings 

Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed Not 
Allowed 

High Wind 
Watch 

Allowed Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not 
Allowed 

High Wind 
Warning 

Allowed Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not 
Allowed 

Fire Weather 
Watch 

Allowed Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not 
Allowed 

Red Flag 
Warning 

Allowed Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not 
Allowed 

County-Wide 
Burn Ban 

Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not 
Allowed 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
• Visit the National Weather Service website for current watches and warnings. 
• Slash pile permits within the City of Custer are issued through the Custer Volunteer Fire Department. 
• Slash pile burning season runs from November 1 through March 31. 
• Small slash piles (up to 6 ft × 6 ft) require a minimum of 2 inches of continuous snow cover. 
• Large slash piles (greater than 6 ft × 6 ft) require a minimum of 6 inches of continuous snow cover. 
• Charcoal grills are permitted unless a county-wide burn ban is in effect. 

 
REFERENCE INFORMATION 
• Custer County Open Burning Regulations (excluding municipalities) – Ordinance 20 
• City of Custer – Ordinance No. 944 
• United States Forest Service Restrictions – Black Hills National Forest 
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